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well as woven, before it left the country. With the greater
part of the cloth exported this legislation had been successful.
There was, however, one part of the Continent which refused to
take any cloths excepting those which were undressed. Whether
it was that our mode of preparing the cloth was in reality inferior
to that which prevailed in the countries bordering on the Rhine,
or that from economical causes the later stages of the manufac-
ture could be more profitably carried on abroad, it was certain
that, in the whole domain of the great company of the Mer-
chant Adventurers, which extended from Calais to Hamburg,
it was impossible to command a market for cloths which had
been dressed and dyed in England. So far had this feeling or
prejudice reached, that whenever, in obedience to the inter-
ference of the Government or of the Legislature, the merchants
consented to carry any such cloths abroad, they found that they
were actually unable to sell them for a price even .equal to that
which was commanded by those upon which no labour had
been expended after the first rough process of the manufac-
ture.1

In spite of these reasons for leaving the trade to take its
natural course, there were some persons who, with Alderman
161        Cockaine at their head, pressed the King to  make
'     another effort to bring the whole process into the

accepted by hands of English workmen.2 Whatever their
t e ting. arguments may have been worth, they succeeded,
in 1614, after a hearing before the Privy Council, in inducing
James to issue a proclamation in which he declared his wish
to throw work into the hands of Englishmen, and expressed his
dissatisfaction at the injury which was done to the cloth by the
unscrupulous treatment which it met with in the hands of the
foreign dyers, who were, as he alleged, accustomed to stretch
it, in order to make it cover the greatest possible number of

1  Merchant Adventurers to the Council, April (?), 1606.    A Merchant
of the Eastland Company to - , March (?), 1613, S. P. Dom. xx. 10;
Ixxii. 70.    The King to Coke and others, Dec. 3,  1613, Add. MSS.
14,027, fol. 254.

2  Reasons of the Merchant Adventurers, with Answers by Cockaine
and others, Lansd. MSS. 152, fol. 282